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Spreading to the Pamir valleys and adjacent regions, speakers of these emerging
Iranian dialects formed layers over a common substratum of pre-Indo-European
Pamir languages, or groups of languages. This substrate layer gave the
immigrating East Iranian groups as a whole a set of shared characteristics on all
linguistic levels, be it phonology, morphology, syntax, or lexical inventory.
Significantly, the substrate features include, in comparison with other lranian
languages, shared shifts in the semantics not only of certain sets of terms, but also
of the content of some grammatical categories.
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