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Notes

1. The idafah construction (-i) in Persian has several meanings, one of which
is ““son of so and so’’. Therefore it takes the place of the Arabic ibn.

2. Concerning the scarcity of works on Isma‘ili philosophy and the subse-
quent negligence of the study of this field, Corbin writes, “Le secret fut si bien
gardé au cours des siécles, que les noms de grands penseurs et les titres
d’oeuvres monumentales, restérent totalement ignorées de nos répertoires”.
Nasir-e Khosrow, Kitab-e Jami* al-Hikmatain, Le Livre réunissant les deux
sagesses, Tehran-Paris, 1953, p. 4 of Corbin’s French introduction.

3. Concerning the biography of Nasir-i Khusraw see the introduction of
S. H. Tagizadeh to Nasir-i Khusraw’s Diwan, Tehran, 1329; W. Ivanow,
Nagir-e Khosraw and Ismailism, Bombay-Leiden, 1948; E. G. Browne, 4
Literary History of Persia, vol. 1I, Cambridge, 1969, pp. 218-246; Corbin,
op. cit., introduction. See also Ydd-name-ye Naser-e Khosrow, Mashhad,
1976, which contain numerous studies on both his works and his thoughts.

4. During later centuries, the “influence” of such Isma‘ili figures as Nasir-i
Khusraw are to be seen in fact in certain schools of Sufism. ‘“Mais en outre,
aussi bien dans toute la littérature soufie persane que dans les grandes
oeuvres Shi‘ites de philosophie produites & Iépoque safavide, se déctlent
¢a et 1 les philosophémes ismaéliens’. Corbin, op. cit., p. 13.

5. Edited critically for the first time in 1974 in Tehran by M. Minovi and
M. Mohaghegh. See also Nasir-i Khusraw, Forty Poems from the Divan,
trans. by P. L. Wilson and Gh. R. Aavani, Tehran, 1977.

6. Edited by W. Ivanow, Bombay, 1935.



Wajh-i din was published for the first time in 1924 in Berlin
by the Kaviani press, an edition which was re-printed in
Tehran in 1969. But the present work is the first critical edition
of this important text and the first to make use of the oldest
extant manuscript, which goes back to the 10th/16th century.
There are major departures from the previously printed text
(based on the well-known manuscript of St. Petersburg).
The details of the manuscripts and printed text used are as
follows:

A—The oldest extant manuscript dated 929/1523, located in
the British Museum and described by W. Ivanow in his
Problems of Nasir-i Khusraw’s Biography, Bombay, 1956, p.59.

B—The Berlin edition based upon the manuscript dated 1324
in the handwriting of Sayyid Shahzadah Muhammad.

C—The manuscript dated 1155/1742 found in the microfilm
collection of Tehran University and presented by W. Ivanow
himself to the library of the University.

It is our hope that the edition of this important text along
with other volumes in this series will be a humble contribution
to Islamic studies and more particularly to scholarship in the
domain of [sma’ilism.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr



-Whether it was a Persian, Arab, Hindu or Turk
Sindhi, Roman or Hebrew, one and all,
From the philosopher, Manichaean, Sabaean and atheist
I asked for help and I questioned without reason.

- All this knowledge became integrated by Nasir-i Khusraw
in a hierarchy extending from vision through the “eye of the
heart” to the realm of reason to the domain of the senses, a
hierarchy which was crowned by the knowledge derived from
the light of prophecy through the “household of the Prophet”.
Nasir-i Khusraw considered religion the surest and at the same
time the indespensable means for the attainment of that
knowledge which is the heart of all true philosophy. Hence, he
saw genuine philosophy as an aspect of the inner dimension of
religion, which in fact was of special concern to Nasir-i
Khusraw as an Isma‘ili philosopher devoted to the method of
spiritual hermeneutics (ta’wil). The cornerstone of his attempt
to harmonize religion and philosophy is essentially gnosis,
which lies at the heart of both religion and traditional philo-
sophy.

Wajh-i din is the major testament of Nasir-i Khusraw in the
exercise of ta’wil. In fifty-one chapters, he deals with every
aspect of religion, from commentary upon certain verses of
the Holy Qur’an to the most detailed practices promulgated
by the Shari‘ah. He uses the method of ta’wil, which means
literally the return of something to its origin, of the zahir to
the batin, to reveal the inner meaning of religion and to relate
external practice to inner spiritual life. Nasir-i Khusraw
mentions in the eighth chapter of this work that since man
possesses a body and a soul, revelation must provide nourish-
ment for both. The religious rites are necessary for the body
while their inner meaning reached through ta’wil provides
sustenance for the soul and makes it possible for it'to continue
its life.

This work, like other philosophical treatises of Nasir-i
Khusraw, is a continuation of the long line of works by
Isma‘ili thinkers such as Abin Hatim Razi, Abi Ya‘qib
Sijistani, Ahmad ibn Ibrdhim Nayshapiri, Hamid al-Din
Kirmani and Mu’ayyid bi’Llah Shirazi, whose teachings in a
sense culminate with Nasir-i Khusraw. With him, Fatimid
philosophy reached a peak of both intellectual maturity and
formal beauty. His works have made an indelible mark upon
both Islamic philosophy and Persian philosophical prose.



him towards a new religious awakening. According to the
traditional accounts, he had a dream while 42 years old as a
result of which he became converted to Isma‘ilism and set out
for Cairo, the earthly image of the “secure city” (al-balad
al-amin) for the followers of the Fatimid cause. There he met
the Fatimid Caliph, al-Mustansir bi’Llah, and was chosen by
him as the “proof” (hujjat) and propagator of the Isma‘ili
cause (da‘?) in Khurasan, his homeland, to which he returned.

But the political and religious situation was such that
Nasir-i Khusraw was severely persecuted and as a result took
refuge in 444/1052 in a far-away village called Yumgin in
Badakhshan, where the ruler was sympathetic to the Isma‘ili
cause. In this isolated region in the Hindu Kush mountains,
Nasir-i Khusraw spent the rest of his life and wrote most of his
works. It was also in this village that he died, according to
legend after 140 years, anywhere between 465/1027 and
470/1077 according to modern historians. Traditional stories
also speak of his having been buried by the jinn. He was in any
case buried in Yugman where his tomb is still an object of
pilgrimage and where he is revered by many people as a Sufi
master.4 :

All of the extant works of Nasir-i Khusraw, of which nine
are known, are in Persian. They include the Diwans, which is
one of the masterpieces of Persian poetry and has made of its
author one of the leading poets of the Persian language on the
level of a Firdawsi or Nizami. They also include such other
famous works as the account of his journey, the Safar-namah,
and Jami‘ al-hikmatayn, in which he sought to harmonize
Greek philosophy and Isma‘ili theosophy and in which he
continued Abii Hatim Razi’s attack against Muhammad ibn
Zakariyya’ Riazi. There are also eight works mentioned by
Nasir-1 Khusraw himself but no longer extant, and nine works
attributed to him but of dubious authenticity, of which the best
known is the Kalam-i pir.s

The study of this corpus reveals Nasir-i Khusraw as at once
an outstanding theologian, philosopher and poet. There are
few figures in Islamic history and in fact elsewhere who have
achieved such eminence in all these domains at once. He had
read widely and sought knowledge wherever he could. As he
writes in his Diwan,

I rose in my place and began to journey,
No memory remained of home, nor the garden and its view.



poslnsllal

In the Name of God-Most Merciful,
Most Compassionate

Introduction

Abl Mu‘in Nasir ibn Khusraw Qubadiyani Marwazi, known
to his compatriots as Nasir-i Khusraw!, is one of the most
outstanding Persian poets, revered by all Persians and in fact
wherever Persian is read and understood. But he is also one of
the greatest Islamic philosophers and deserves to be studied as
a major intellectual figure of Islam in general and of Isma‘ilism
in particular. The neglecting of Isma‘ili thought in most studies
devoted to Islamic philosophy embraces Nasir-i Khusraw as
well, even if he is better known than his predecessors such as
Abi Hatim Razi and Hamid al-Din Kirmani.?

Nasir-i Khusraw was born in Qubadiyan, a village near
Balkh, in a family of government officials in 394/1004.3
A great deal of debate has taken place concerning the poet-
philosopher’s genealogy and the question of his being a
descendant of the Holy Prophet or not, since he is entitled
sayyid and ‘alawi in certain places. Whether he was a real
sayyid in flesh and blood or not, he considered himself to be a
spiritual descendant of the Holy Prophet through his special
attachment to his household (ah/ al-bayf).

Nasir-1 Khusraw showed a great passion for learning and the
study of various sciences as a youth, when he was either a
Sunni or a Twelve-imam Shi‘ite. But his life was also entangled
in certain forms of worldliness and forgetfulness of the
spiritual aspects of life. Then in the middle of his earthly
journey he became converted to Ismi‘ilism and began a new
phase which transformed him completely. Since Nasir-i
Khusraw is a figure larger than life, his biography is inter-
mingled with numerous legends and stories, especially concern-
ing his crucial episode. Hence it is difficult to discover exactly
what happened which so profoundly changed his life and turned



Editor’s Note:

We wish to thank His Highness Prince
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this scholarly project.
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